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tial lack on the part of the perfumer as such but merely points
to the highly specialized art of perfuming soaps. The perfumer
is accustomed to working with an odorless liquid solvent with a
reasonable assurance that he is going to get out of it what he
puts into it. This is not true of perfuming soap. One ploughs
in a familiar field; the other plods through a strange jungle. The
one sees what he is doing and the other works in the dark.
The perfuming of soaps involves the combining of the pro-
posed perfume with various elements contained in the soap which
are bound to react more or less upon the odor and create an
effect not contemplated. It is absolutely essential that the per-
fumer know intimately the soap he is working upon. Of a dozen
given soap stocks no two will be alike in their base, quality of
vegetable oil and method of saponification, and out of the dozen
no two soaps will react in the same manner to a given odor, espe-
cially where the perfume consists in part of synthetics.
Even granted that the soaps are made of the same ingredients
there is always a variation in the manipulation of these ingre-
dients and always a variation in the base. This is more especially
true since changing conditions of recent years have created new
and uncertain conditions in the markets which produce high-grade
fats for toilet soap making.
The importance of judicious perfuming of soap conies to
mind more vividly when we reflect that very frequently the per-
fume content of the soap costs several times as much as the soap
itself. From this we may draw the analogy of the artist who
paints his masterpiece upon an inferior or faulty canvas. In the
perfuming of soap two unfortunate extremes are too often
present: either the soap maker, who is not necessarily a master-
perfumer, being a hard-working specialist in his own line, takes
upon himself the functions of perfumer with results which natu-
rally are not always beyond criticism; or the busy expert per-
fumer specialist undertakes to perfume a soap with which he is